
Shannon McCall, RHIA, CCS, CCS-P, CPC, CEMC, CRC, CCDS, CCDS-O
Laurie Prescott, RN, MSN, CCDS, CDIP, CRC, CCDS-O

2023

THE ESSENTIAL RESOURCE  
FOR CODING PROFESSIONALS

Pocket Guide

_CDIPG23CV_book.indb   1_CDIPG23CV_book.indb   1 11/21/22   3:13 PM11/21/22   3:13 PM



2023 JustCoding Pocket Guide 

© HCPro, a division of Simplify Compliance LLC iii

2023 JustCoding Pocket Guide: The Essential Resource for Coding Professionals 
©2022 HCPro, a division of Simplify Compliance LLC. 

Printed in the United States of America 
ISBN: 978-1-64535-191-7 
CDIPG23CV

No part of this publication may be reproduced, in any form or by any means, without prior 
written consent of HCPro or the Copyright Clearance Center (978-750-8400). Please notify 
us immediately if you have received an unauthorized copy.

HCPro, a division of Simplify Compliance LLC, provides information resources for the 
healthcare industry. 

Arrangements can be made for quantity discounts. For more information, contact: 

HCPro, a division of Simplify Compliance LLC 
5511 Virginia Way, Suite 150 
Brentwood, TN 37027 
Phone: 800-650-6787 
Fax: 781-639-8511 
Email: customerservice@hcpro.com

For all your coding professional needs, visit www.JustCoding.com 

The JustCoding team acknowledges Karen Newhouser, RN, BSN, CCDS, CCDS-O, CCS, CDIP, 
CCM, for her contributions to the Evaluation and Management Services Guidelines section.

The content in this guide is based upon extensive professional experience and supported by 
the references cited. Accuracy in coding is determined by the specific circumstances in indi-
vidual cases documented in the medical record as cited in ICD-10-CM, ICD-10-PCS, Official 
Guidelines for Coding and Reporting, and advice from Coding Clinic. Advice given is general. 
Readers should consult professional counsel for specific legal, ethical, or clinical questions.

_CDIPG23CV_book.indb   2_CDIPG23CV_book.indb   2 11/21/22   3:13 PM11/21/22   3:13 PM



2023 JustCoding Pocket Guide 

© HCPro, a division of Simplify Compliance LLC iii

Contents
Alphabetic List of Conditions ................................................. ix

Introduction ............................................................................1

Official Coding Guidance ........................................................3

Guidelines Organization ....................................................4

ICD-10-CM Coding Conventions .......................................6

General Coding Guidelines ..............................................11

Selection of the Principal Diagnosis .................................15

Reporting Additional Diagnoses .......................................22

Present on Admission Reporting Guidelines .....................26

Code Assignment for Special Patient Populations .............32

ICD-10-PCS ..................................................................45

The Characters ..............................................................46

Selection of the Principal Procedure ................................59

Additional Resources ......................................................60

Code Assignment for Special Patient Populations:  
Congenital Malformations, Deformations,  
and Chromosomal Abnormalities .................................61

Code Assignment for Special Patient Populations: COVID-19 
Infections  ..................................................................62

Factors Influencing Health Status & Contact With Health 
Services (Z00–Z99) ....................................................65

Evaluation and Management Services Guidelines  ............69

Compliant Query Practice ...............................................78

What Is a Query? ...........................................................79

_CDIPG23CV_book.indb   3_CDIPG23CV_book.indb   3 11/21/22   3:13 PM11/21/22   3:13 PM



2023 JustCoding Pocket Guide 2023 JustCoding Pocket Guide 

© HCPro, a division of Simplify Compliance LLC viv © HCPro, a division of Simplify Compliance LLC

What Is a Compliant Query? ...........................................80

When Should Queries Be Initiated? .................................81

The Role of Clinical Indicators in Queries .........................83

Three Types of Query Formats ........................................85

Compliant Verbal Queries ...............................................89

Use of Query Templates ..................................................90

Use of Technology in Querying ........................................91

Maintaining Compliant Practice .......................................92

The Process of Clinical Validation ....................................93

Key References .....................................................................97

Clostridioides (formerly Clostridium) Difficile Colitis (CDI) 
(A04.7-) .....................................................................97

Sepsis (A41.-) .............................................................102

HIV Disease (B20) ........................................................113

Neoplasms (C00-D49)..................................................119

Sickle Cell Disease (D57.-) ...........................................130

Anemia (D60-D64) .......................................................133

Pancytopenia (D61.81-) ...............................................141

Coagulation Disorders (D65-D69) .................................145

Neutropenia (D70.-) .....................................................151

Immunodeficiency (D84.-)  ...........................................156

Cytokine Release Syndrome (D89.83-) ..........................160

Diabetes Mellitus (E08.-, E09.-, E10.-, E11.-, E13.-) ......165

Malnutrition (E40-E46) .................................................174

Morbid Obesity (E66.01, E66.2) ....................................183

_CDIPG23CV_book.indb   4_CDIPG23CV_book.indb   4 11/21/22   3:13 PM11/21/22   3:13 PM



2023 JustCoding Pocket Guide 2023 JustCoding Pocket Guide 

© HCPro, a division of Simplify Compliance LLC viv © HCPro, a division of Simplify Compliance LLC

Cystic Fibrosis (E84.-) ..................................................187

Acid-Base Disorders (E87.-) .........................................190

Electrolyte Disorders (E87.-) .........................................195

Lactic Acidosis (E87.2-) ................................................204

Dementia (F01.-) .........................................................208

Delirium (F05, R41.0) ...................................................215

Alcohol and Drugs (F10-F19) ........................................219

Nicotine Dependence (F17.2-) ......................................227

Major Depressive Disorder (F32-F33) ............................229

Intellectual Disabilities (F70-F79) ..................................235

Transient Ischemic Attack (G45.9) .................................240

Critical Illness Myopathy (G72.81) .................................243

Cerebral Palsy (G80.-) ..................................................248

Immune Effector Cell–Associated Neurotoxicity Syndrome 
(ICANS) (G92.0-) ......................................................251

Encephalopathy (G93.40) .............................................256

Cerebral Edema (G93.6)/Brain Compression (G93.5) ......265

Cerebrospinal Fluid (CSF) Leak (G96.0-, G97.0) .............271

Hypertensive Crisis (I16.-).............................................274

Myocardial Ischemia/Infarction and Angina (I21-I23) ......278

Pulmonary Embolism (I26.0)  ........................................288

Pulmonary Hypertension (I27.-) .....................................296

Cardiac Arrest (I46.-) ....................................................301

Atrial Fibrillation (I48.-) .................................................305

Heart Failure (I50.-) ......................................................310

_CDIPG23CV_book.indb   5_CDIPG23CV_book.indb   5 11/21/22   3:13 PM11/21/22   3:13 PM



2023 JustCoding Pocket Guide 2023 JustCoding Pocket Guide 

© HCPro, a division of Simplify Compliance LLC viivi © HCPro, a division of Simplify Compliance LLC

Cerebrovascular Accident (I61.-, I62.-, I63.-) .................322

Pneumonia (J12-J18) ..................................................328

Asthma (J45.-) ............................................................337

Bronchitis/COPD (J20.-, J44.-) .....................................343

E-Cigarette, or Vaping, Product Use Associated Lung  
Injury (EVALI)/Vaping-Associated Pulmonary Injury  
(VAPI) (J68.-, J69.-, J80.-, J81.-, J84.-) ....................348

Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome (J80) ...................354

Pneumothorax (J93.-) ..................................................360

Postprocedural Respiratory Failure (J95.82-) .................365

Respiratory Failure (J96.-) ............................................368

Intestinal Obstruction (Ileus) (K56.-) ..............................377

Acute Liver (Hepatic) Failure  (K72.-) .............................381

Pancreatitis (K85.-) ......................................................387

Gastrointestinal Bleed (K92.-, R19.5) ............................393

Chronic Skin Ulcers (L97.-, L89.-) .................................397

Rhabdomyolysis (M62.82, T79.6XX-) ............................408

Pathological Fractures (M80.-, M84.-) ...........................411

Acute Kidney Injury (AKI)/Acute Renal Failure (ARF) (N17.-) 415

Acute Tubular Necrosis (ATN) (N17.0) ............................422

Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD) (N18.-) ...........................426

Coma (R40.2-)/Persistent Vegetative State (R40.3)  .......432

Functional Quadriplegia (R53.2) ....................................439

Syncope (R55)   ...........................................................442

Shock (R57.-) ..............................................................449

_CDIPG23CV_book.indb   6_CDIPG23CV_book.indb   6 11/21/22   3:13 PM11/21/22   3:13 PM



2023 JustCoding Pocket Guide 2023 JustCoding Pocket Guide 

© HCPro, a division of Simplify Compliance LLC viivi © HCPro, a division of Simplify Compliance LLC

Systemic Inflammatory Response Syndrome  
(SIRS) (R65.1-) .........................................................456

Fractures (S00-S99) ....................................................459

Organ Injuries (S36.-, S37.-) ........................................466

Burns and Corrosions (T20-T32) ...................................470

Poisonings/Adverse Reactions/Toxic Effects/ 
Underdosing (T36-T65) .............................................474

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) (U07.1) ..............477

Social Determinants of Health (Z00-Z99)  ......................489

Resistance to Antimicrobial Drugs (Z16.3-) ....................493

Body Mass Index (BMI) (Z68.-) ......................................496

Hierarchical Condition Categories List ................................499

CMS-HCCs ..................................................................499

Comorbid Conditions Offering Impact ............................503

MS-DRG Table .....................................................................519

Key .............................................................................519

Definitions ...................................................................519

_CDIPG23CV_book.indb   7_CDIPG23CV_book.indb   7 11/21/22   3:13 PM11/21/22   3:13 PM



2023 JustCoding Pocket Guide 

© HCPro, a division of Simplify Compliance LLC ixviii © HCPro, a division of Simplify Compliance LLC

_CDIPG23CV_book.indb   8_CDIPG23CV_book.indb   8 11/21/22   3:13 PM11/21/22   3:13 PM



2023 JustCoding Pocket Guide 

© HCPro, a division of Simplify Compliance LLC ixviii © HCPro, a division of Simplify Compliance LLC

Alphabetic List of Conditions
Acid-Base Disorders (E87.-) .........................................190

Acute Kidney Injury (AKI)/Acute Renal Failure (ARF) (N17.-) 415

Acute Liver (Hepatic) Failure  (K72.-) .............................381

Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome (J80) ...................354

Acute Tubular Necrosis (ATN) (N17.0) ............................422

Alcohol and Drugs (F10-F19) ........................................219

Anemia (D60-D64) .......................................................133

Asthma (J45.-) ............................................................337

Atrial Fibrillation (I48.-) .................................................305

Body Mass Index (BMI) (Z68.-) ......................................499

Bronchitis/COPD (J20.-, J44.-) .....................................343

Burns and Corrosions (T20-T32) ...................................473

Cardiac Arrest (I46.-) ....................................................301

Cerebral Edema (G93.6)/Brain Compression (G93.5) ......265

Cerebral Palsy (G80.-) ..................................................248

Cerebrospinal Fluid (CSF) Leak (G96.0-, G97.0) .............271

Cerebrovascular Accident (I61.-, I62.-, I63.-) .................322

Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD) (N18.-) ...........................426

Chronic Skin Ulcers (L97.-, L89.-) .................................397

Clostridioides (formerly Clostridium)  
Difficile Colitis (CDI) (A04.7-) .......................................97

Coagulation Disorders (D65-D69) .................................145

Coma (R40.2-)/Persistent Vegetative State (R40.3)  .......432

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) (U07.1) ..............480

Critical Illness Myopathy (G72.81) .................................243

_CDIPG23CV_book.indb   9_CDIPG23CV_book.indb   9 11/21/22   3:13 PM11/21/22   3:13 PM



2023 JustCoding Pocket Guide 2023 JustCoding Pocket Guide 

© HCPro, a division of Simplify Compliance LLC xix © HCPro, a division of Simplify Compliance LLC

Cystic Fibrosis (E84.-) ..................................................187

Cytokine Release Syndrome (D89.83-) ..........................160

Delirium (F05, R41.0) ...................................................215

Dementia (F01.-) .........................................................208

Diabetes Mellitus (E08.-, E09.-, E10.-, E11.-, E13.-) ......165

E-Cigarette, or Vaping, Product Use Associated Lung Injury 
(EVALI)/Vaping-Associated Pulmonary Injury (VAPI)  
(J68.-, J69.-, J80.-, J81.-, J84.-) .............................348

Electrolyte Disorders (E87.-) .........................................195

Encephalopathy (G93.40) .............................................256

Factors Influencing Health Status & Contact With Health 
Services (Z00–Z99) ....................................................65

Fractures (S00-S99) ....................................................462

Functional Quadriplegia (R53.2) ....................................439

Gastrointestinal Bleed (K92.-, R19.5) ............................393

Heart Failure (I50.-) ......................................................310

HIV Disease (B20) ........................................................113

Hypertensive Crisis (I16.-).............................................274

Immune Effector Cell–Associated Neurotoxicity Syndrome 
(ICANS) (G92.0-) ......................................................251

Immunodeficiency (D84.-)  ...........................................156

Intellectual Disabilities (F70-F79) ..................................235

Intestinal Obstruction (Ileus) (K56.-) ..............................377

Lactic Acidosis (E87.2-) ................................................204

Major Depressive Disorder (F32-F33) ............................229

Malnutrition (E40-E46) .................................................174

Morbid Obesity (E66.01, E66.2) ....................................183

_CDIPG23CV_book.indb   10_CDIPG23CV_book.indb   10 11/21/22   3:13 PM11/21/22   3:13 PM



2023 JustCoding Pocket Guide 2023 JustCoding Pocket Guide 

© HCPro, a division of Simplify Compliance LLC xix © HCPro, a division of Simplify Compliance LLC

Myocardial Ischemia/Infarction and Angina (I21-I23) ......278

Neoplasms (C00-D49)..................................................119

Neutropenia (D70.-) .....................................................151

Nicotine Dependence (F17.2-) ......................................227

Organ Injuries (S36.-, S37.-) ........................................469

Pancreatitis (K85.-) ......................................................387

Pancytopenia (D61.81-) ...............................................141

Pathological Fractures (M80.-, M84.-) ...........................411

Pneumonia (J12-J18) ..................................................328

Pneumothorax (J93.-) ..................................................360

Poisonings/Adverse Reactions/Toxic Effects/ 
Underdosing (T36-T65) .............................................477

Postprocedural Respiratory Failure (J95.82-) .................365

Pulmonary Embolism (I26.0)  ........................................288

Pulmonary Hypertension (I27.-) .....................................296

Resistance to Antimicrobial Drugs (Z16.3-) ....................496

Respiratory Failure (J96.-) ............................................368

Rhabdomyolysis (M62.82, T79.6XX-) ............................408

Sepsis (A41.-) .............................................................102

Shock (R57.-) ..............................................................452

Sickle Cell Disease (D57.-) ...........................................130

Social Determinants of Health (Z00-Z99)  ......................492

Syncope (R55)   ...........................................................445

Systemic Inflammatory Response Syndrome (SIRS) (R65.1-) 459

Transient Ischemic Attack (G45.9) .................................240

_CDIPG23CV_book.indb   11_CDIPG23CV_book.indb   11 11/21/22   3:13 PM11/21/22   3:13 PM




